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Is NE of the Ten Command- 
* ments which God deliver'd to 
the Iſraelites by the Hand of 
&1 Moſes, was a Precept to — 
— 5) to keep holy the Sabbath. day; 
— Dand to make it a Day of Refi 
om the ordinary Labour and Buſineſs of Life. 
o which he adds the Ground and Reaſon of 
je Command, Becauſe God having finiſh*d the 
ork of the Creation in Six Days, and reſting 
the Seventh, he ſet apart this to be employ'd 
Ir ever in contemplating that his ſtupendous 


ork 3 To the End that Mankind might never 
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4 The Sinfulneſs of Neglecting 
forget, who was the Maker of it, and to who 
they ow'd their Being, and to whom therefor 
as in Right of Creation, all their Prayers, Prai{ 
and Adorations were due. In the Account a 
the Creation, as deliver'd by Moſes, it is ſaid 
that God bleſſed the Seventh Day, and ſanttify'di; 


orld 
Vays, 
Senſe 
we to 
ng as 
e an 


Gen. ii. 3. and when the Obſervation of it e orig 
particularly enforced upon the People of Thw If then 
it is called the Sabbath of Reſt, Holy to the Lon h Seve 
and a Day holy to them, Exod. xxxi. 14, 0 f it. 
From whence it appears, that one Day in SeviÞ II. I 
was from the Beginning ſet apart by God, as Pointme 
Day of Reft from bodily Labour, and a Day ihe Me 
be employed in Meditation and Devotion, to pi Pod to 
ſerve in the Minds of Men the Knowledge (heir Di 
the true God, and an habitual Senſe of their DyWavery 
ty to him ; which, without thoſe frequent R rvant 
membrances, would quickly have been loſt, Ry God 
Tris ſhort Account of the Inſtitution of Hand a; 
Sabbath, plainly ſhows, that it was not on gerd /by 
intended for a Day of Reſt, and ſo for the EA, De 
and Benefit of Man and Beaſt equally ; but thiWve bee 
the forbidding bodily Labour on every SeventiWem ; Z 
Day, ſo far as it concern'd Mankind, was chieſſiſ Sign 5. 
intended: for a perpetual Remembrance of lion, 
Duty they owe to their Creator, and of that doh 
Dependance upon him; and this, throughoþ a laſti 
all Generations, from the Beginning of the WorWuing t 
to the End of it. There never was a Tin od, wh 


when thoſe frequent Returns of Reſt from LH had 
bour, and the employing them in Acts of D/. 
votion, were not neceſfary to preſerve in Mncerne 


Woll 
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orld the true Knowledge of God and his 
Vays, and to revive upon the Minds of Men 
Senſe of that Reverence and Duty which they 
Swe to him; nor will ſuch a Time ever be, as 
ng as the World laſts. Thus far therefore the 
ew and the Chriſtian are equally concern'd in 
it he original Appointment, and accordingly both 
$f them have their publick Aſſemblies one Day 
© Seven, to anſwer the great End and Deſign 
fit. 

II. THERE was indeed a much later Ap- 
Pointment, by which the Seventh Day was made 


ay ie Memorial of a more particular Mercy of 
pie Pod to the Children of VJrael; and that was, 
ge Peir Diliverance from a State of Bondage and 
Du lavery in Egypt, Remember that thou waſt a 


he grvant in the Land of Egypt, and that the Lord 
bod brought thee out thence, thro* a mighty 
f Hand and à ftretch'd out Arm : Therefore, the 
on gerd tby God commanded thee to keep the Sabbath- 
EA, Deut. v. 15. And it is alſo declared to 
t tive been appointed as a Sign between God and 
veniiWem ; Yerily, my Sabbath ſhall ye keep ; for it is 
hie Sign between me and you, throughout your Ge- 
ff (0h rations, that ye may know that I am the Lord 
theſſhat doth ſanftify you, Exod. xxxi. 15, 17 3 that 
og hon a laſting Teſtimony of their being and con- 
N onuing the Servants and Worſhippers of that 
Ting od, who was the Creator of the World, and 
n Leo had delivered them from their Bondage in 
f Dp. But tho? Chriſtians, as ſuch, are not 
n Mncerned in that Deliverance, nor bound, by 
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bor the Saints, by the Churches of Galatio au 


* Lon p's- Dar; I was in the Spirit, ſays St. Jul 
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Conſequence to celebrate the Memorial of i 
they are bound to keep up an everlaſting Re 
membrance of a much greater; and that iz 
their Deliverance from the Bondage of Sin an 
Satan, thro* the Redemption wrought for them b 
Jeſus Chriſt. And this Redemption being fin! 
ly accompliſh*'d by his riſing from the Dead o 
the Fir Day of the Week; his Apoſtles, wit 
out departing from the primitive Inſtitution 
one Day in Seven, made the Day of his Refi 
rection, the Day of aſſembling for the Worſhip 
of God, both as Creator and Redeemer. Up 
the Firſt Day of the Week, when the Diſciph 
came together to break Bread, Paul preached mi 
them, Acts xx. 5. And afterwards, the * 
Apoſtle, commanding Collections to be mad 


Corinth, expreſſes himſelf thus; Upon the Fil 
: Day of the Week, let every one lay by him in Sion 
„ God has proſper'd him. From whence, * 
| Day came to be called by the Chriſtians 


in Conformity to the Practice of the Apoltl 
to whom Chriſt committed the Ordering of 
Church, it has ever ſince continued to be 
Day of Aſſembling for the Publick Worſhip 
God, in all Chriſtian Churches throughout ti 
World. K 

War has been ſaid thus far, to ſhow Chi 
ſtians how ſtrictly, and for what wiſe and god 


Ends, they were obliged to a Religious Obſeri 
tic 


in his Revelation, on the Lok p's-DAv. 5 
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„n of the Lord's Day, may ſerve as a general 
HAution, to take care that they be not wanting 
Ja Religious Regard to ſo ſacred an Inſtitution, 
d thereby bring upon themſelves the Guilt, 
pt. only.of diſobeying an expreſs Command of 
od, but alfo of defeating his gracious Deſigns 
Good to themſelves, 

II. AND they are to know, that this Guilt is 
n M ntracted, either 1. By a Neglect of the Lord's- 
off ay, or 2. By a Profanation of it. 

18 By the Neglect of the Lord's Day, I mean, 
I@icfly, an habitual Abſence from the publick 
ſorſhip of God, or the attending but rarely 
jon .it ; when there 1s no juſt and reaſonable 
indrance, on account of Health, or other ma- 
ſeſt Inconvenience. And in judging whether 
it Excuſe' is real or only pretended ; every 
riſtian may give himſelf full Satisfaction, by 
Perving the Motions of his own Heart, whe- 
er he is inwardly glad of the Excuſe, or ſorry 
the Impediment; If the latter, God accepts 
Will for the Deed ; but if the former be the 


ving a Diſlike of the Duty, or rather an Aver- 
9" to it; and where that is, it will quickly 
rk the Mind into a Perſuaſion, that it is a 
ip Matter of [ndifference, and not of Duty, whether 
de preſent at the publick Aſſemblies of the 
urch, or not. 


xo learnt in Part from what has been already 
ſeri 3 and is further confirm'd, not only by the 
tic A 4 known 


Be, there needs no other Teſtimony of their 


How groundleſs ſuch a Perſuaſion is, may - } 
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8 The Sinfulneſs of Negleing | 
known Practice of Chriſtians in the primiti 


Times, but alſo by an expreſs Command of ck Aſt 


Paul to Chriſtians in general, (Heb. x. 25.) No 3 . 
forſake the aſſembling of themſelves together; while * 

in thoſe Times of Perſecution was accounted, Need te 
Effect, a Departure from the Chriſtian Faith er to s 
and may well be ſo accounted at other Tim Pen 
_ when it is not Matter of Fear, but of Chi 1 ap! 
I: is our Saviour's Declaration, Wat where tl" 494 
. or three are gather'd together in bis Name, tber ay 8 
be in itbe Midſt of them, Mat, xviii. 20. or pf . ys 
_ ſent with them in a peculiar Manner. And, . 
Men would deal impartially with themſelyy 9248 

there cannot be a more certain Sign that th | 25 

have no Deſire or Concern to improve in ki es 
ligion, than a wilful Neglect of thoſe publith ra 
Ordinances which he has appointed for tf | | 
Improvement; and which, being of his 0 33 
appointing, will be attended with particiſ Wo 
Bleſſings upon all thoſe, who conſcientios "x 
comply with them. Add to: this, the good In rica! 
preſſions which are naturally made upon ug * 
diſpoſed Minds, by the Solemnity of the Pag 5 

and a ſerious and reverent Performance of . 
ſacred Offices, and the Examples of Devoti ac 

and Attention which they may | obſerve amo "hg 8 

their Fellow Chriſtians, and which being , hap 


obſerved, are a ſeaſonable Admonition to oth 
who are leſs devout and attentive; to rememly 
the End and Defign of their coming thither. F 
4. Ax OTHER Neglect of the Lord's Di 


next to that of a wiltul Abſence. from the 1 
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ick Aſſemblies and Offices of the Church, is, a 
ant of due Attention and Devotion in thoſe wh 
Nee preſent at them. And there is the greater 
Need to inculcate the Neceſſity of theſe, in or- 
er to a Religious Performance of the Duties be- 
Wnging to the Lord's Day, becauſe Men are ſo 
ery apt to content themſelves with a bodily Al- 
dance upon the publick Devotions of the 
Fhurch, and in a great Meaſure to reſt upon 
Hat as a ſufficient Diſcharge of the Duty of the 
day. And as this is an Error, that is both very 
mmon and very fatal, it muſt be thoroughly 


qo pnſider*d and laid open; tho? it muſt. be own'd 
* is an Error in itſelf ſo palpable and abſurd, 
wic at one would wonder how it ſhould prevail ſo 


Wncrally, in Practice at leaſt, as in Fact it does. 

God is a Spirit; and they that worſhip him, 
7 worſhip him in Spirit, ſaid our Saviour to 
e Woman of Samaria, (John iv. 24.) to ex- 
Wain to her the Difference of that inward and 


well piritual Worſhip which he was about to eſta- 
Plat iſh, and the outward. and carnal. Services of 
F and Samaritans, And the Drift of his 


vou eaſoning there, is in Effect this: Since God is 
eing of a pure Spiritual Nature, without any , 
aily Subſtance or Matter; ſince he has en- 
oed us with reaſonable Souls, that we alone, | 
«ml all the Creation, might be capable of adoring 
= d worſhipping him; ſince alſo thoſe Souls are 
"Di ath'd with Bodies, for no other End but to 
> pul ve the Deſigns and Purpoſes of. this World: 

an hence it follows, that nothing but the. Soul 
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| r q Txv 
can perform a proper and acceptable Service ol def 
| God. As the Soul is the only Spiritual Part ff G 4, 
our Frame, ſo this alone is capable of approach. 
| ing, and as it were converſing with a pure Spi 


— — 


pd," or 
t higt 


Re” — 
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ritual Being. As the Soul is the nobleft Part a,; ©; 
Our Frame, and given us On Purpoſe that wi capab 

| might be capable of worſhipping God, we cannal were 4 
hope that he will accept the Service of thigf.:c.. | 

| meaner or the mortal Part; nor is the Body d ep the 
Man, of itſelf, any more capable of paying 1 Work of 
a Service, than the Bodies of Beaſts, And fu y oth 

ther, as theſe mortal Bodies were deſigned te; Ir 

God, only for earthly and worldly PurpologF y.. 

they are, of themſelves, utterly uncapable of Spe of 

ritual and Heavenly Exerciſes. Which yet * mſort 

not ſo to be underſtood, as if the outward Z Dre, * 
meanour of the Body in the ſeveral Parts of De their 

vine Service, were a Matter of meer [ndifferen: Gr 
particularly, that of Kneeling in Prayer, which Chur 
15 the natural Poſture of Humility and Dec Sis ſo 
don, and has accordingly been the Practice of if ging t 
ous and holy Men in all Ages, and ought not to ich ©. 
_ neglected by any Chriſtian, when it may be dohewhat 
_ without manifeſt Inconvenience. My MeaniW,q, A 
þ only is, That neither this, nor any Thing to bri 
that the Body 1s capable of performing (howe otion 1 


fit and reaſonable in itſelf, and enjoin'd by 
Church as conducive to the Ends of Order a 
Decency, and ſo, becoming a Matter of Us 
on thoſe Accounts) may be at all reckon*d on 
Chriſtians as a Religious Worſhip, unleſs it be! 


companied with the inward Devotion of . Sol 
pl 
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e wo n deſcribes it to be; the /3fting up of the Heart 
rt a God, the pouring out our Supplications before | 
ach. %, or in the Preſence of God; and which is 


Spi Kt higher, the pouring out of the very Soul before 


rt d,; the Soul, which is the only Part of us that 
c HY capable of Devotion, being elevated, and as 
nnowere ſent up by us to preſent our Prayers and 
tas before the Throne of God. And to 
©) "Wep the Soul fixt and fedfaft in Devotion, is a 
lues ork of great Difficulty ; greater perhaps than 
| fur other Office or Exerciſe of the Chriſtian 
d fife : Inſomuch that nothing 1s fo great a Griet 
ol devout Chriſtians, as the imperfect Pertorm- 
Seh e of theſe Spiritual Exerciſes. But their 


et Wmfort may be, that God fees and accepts the 
f Dil ires of their Hearts, and will mercifully for- 
iD g e their Failings and Infirmities. 

gv. Sixcz therefore the publick Worſhip in 
wich Church, and a Religious Attendance upon 
DVI is fo conſiderable a Part of the Duties be- 
ol | Wging to the Lord's Day; it *may conduce 
10 ch to a due Obſervation of it, to enlarge 


doſhewhat more particularly upon the proper 


4 5 thods and Conſiderations, by which Chriſtians 
> so bring themſelves to due Attention and 
Weiß rotion in the Worſhip of God. 

by xp the firſt Step in this, as in all other 


lgns wherein we deſire Succeſs, is, 
. EARNESTLY to ſet about it, and heartily 
endeavour in the Courſe of our Devotions, to 


p our Thoughts ſtedfaitly fix'd upon the 
Work 


raus Devotion is what the Scripture ſo of- 


12 


| accountable to God for the Loſs and NegletiiſÞvi. 7.) 
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The Sinfulneſs of Neglecting 
Work we are engaged in. For Devotion, as 
is an Exerciſe purely Spiritual and Heavenh|# 
does not "naturally agree with our carnal and 
worldly Hearts; which being too much bent «fore 

earthly Things, are not raiſed without ſome Di Among 
ficulty to the Contemplation of Spiritual auf butwar 


mem, 
eave 
elr 


Heavenly Things; nor, when they are raile|lyes 

can they be kept without greater Difficulty, ¶ he He 
a fix*d and fteady Attendance upon them. An Fice or 
although the proper Inference from this Di The 
culty in the Work, is what I am now enforcingfWhich 

namely, the ſetting about it in Earneſt, and a (heir E 
ligent Endeavour in every Chriſtian to brinfWxerci! 
his Heart to an habitual Stedfaſtneſs in his BI fay) 
votions 3 yet it is to be feared, that this AvelWonfrm 
fion to Spiritual Exerciſes which is in our cortiſ not b 
Nature, has a very different Effect upon mas muſt 


Chriſtians, and makes them lay aſide all EniaWrue W 
vours after a Spirit of Devotion, and to conte elves v 
themſelves with a bodily Attendance on the WafWut the 
ſhip of God; or at the beft with ſome ſhort av fruit! 
ſudden Motions towards Heaven ; which 3 nd gre 
quickly interrupted, and the Mind brought be q uſly ar 
again, to trifle away the Hours of Devotion Writical 
worldly Thoughts and Amuſements. And {Weved | 
this careleſs and ſuperficial Way, Chriſtians niFnow, 
be very punctual in attending the Worſhip , eir Th 
God all their Lives, and yet be no better; nſWards hi 
it is very certain, that in ſome Reſpects H as w 


Condition will be worſe, inaſmuch as they führe told 


fo many happy Opportunities as he had $1 Man 1; 
f | 


and Profaning the Lord's Day: 13 
dem, for the Preparation of their Souls for 


as i 

en Heaven; and do alſo declare, in Effect, that 
and meir Attendance on the Worſhip of God, is 
t k ore to keep up their Credit and Reputation 
Dil mong Men, who can ſee no farther than the 


au putward Appearance, than to approve them- 
aiſcll Jelves the true Worſhippers of God, who ſees | 
y, 1 he Heart, and ſets no Value upon any other Ser- 


Au ice or Worſhip. | 


Di The Uneaſineſs therefore, and the Difficulty | 


cingl rhich Men find at the Beginning, in framing 


a d heir Hearts to Devotion, and railing them to 


brinfWxerciſes of a Spiritual Nature; this Difficulty 
s DI ay) ought not to /acken, but to encreaſe and 
Fonfirm their Endeavours and Reſolutions ; as it 
not barely a Difficulty, but ſuch a Difficulty 
ma s muſt be labour'd againſt, if they deſire to be 
roe Worſhippers of God. If they content them- 
les with a bodily Attendance upon him, with- 


Ind great Advantages of worſhipping God zeal- 
Wully and devoutly, but it is moreover an hypo- 
Writical Service, while they deſire to have it be- 
Weved that they are worſhipping God, and yet 
now, without any Regret or Concern, that 


hip Weir Thoughts are not at all upon him nor to- 
- 3 Mards him; endeavouring, in Effect, to deceive 
s ad as well as Man; and forgetting what they 
y fahre told from the Mouth of God himſelf, (1 Sam. 
glect vi. 7.) Wat the Lord ſeeth not as Man ſeeth ; for 


en looketh on the OUTWARD Appearance, bud 
| the 


ot the Devotion of the Heart, this is not only 
1 /rui:le/s Service, and a foregoing the many 
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[ 14 1 
And if ſuch hl 


the Lord looketh on tbe HEART. 


| 
L 


; | 

che Miſery and Guilt of not worſhipping God 1 
at all, or of worſhipping him in a careleſs and it; 

| ſuperficial Manner; there remains no Way of nie 
| be happy and innocent, to obtain the Bleſſing his A 


and avoid the Curſe, but to lay this Matter ſe 1 | Wo 


| riouſly to Heart, and to ſhake off that habitua Þoſequ 
Careleſſneſs and Inactivity in the Service of God} fely | 
and to reſolve and endeavour to bring them. Poled 
ſelves to the contrary Habits of Attention, De Bee 
Wl votion and Zeal. And if, after a long Courtſ ßen tl 
of Lukewarmneſs in the Worſhip of God, the gvance 
= find a Teaiouſneſs | in Devotion, with frequent la. Poe 
terruptions therein, notwithſtanding their E Jopes : 
I deavours to be fix'd and ſteady; let them no d' che 
de diſcouraged, but reſt aſſured, that it the t Ha 
i perſevere, Time will every Day make the Ex Wer 
creciſe more eaſy, and their Hearts more ſtedfaſſ Heart ; 
in attending the Work ; and that the Bleſſing g it © 
and Benefits which it will convey to them in > che“ 
this World, and much more in the next, will beg hough 
an abundant Recompence for all their Care and gat Cor 
Labour about it. ns, q 
2. AFTER a Chriſtian has convinced himſclr If 
of the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of a dil-BFque M. 
gent Attention of the Heart in all his Devotion Airs of 
and, thereupon has reſolved on it, and is read baniſi 
to enter upon all proper Methods for that End; Ind Deſ 
the next Thing that will require his Care, i is in v 
to bring his Mind to a reaſonable and Chr. HRuſe in 
ſtian-like Moderation about the Deſigns, and ny Thi! 


Cares, and Contrivances of this World. 


= Ing all 


Godly fineſs of Lite, and are as it were ſhort Retreats 

and 1 it; and it is the ſame Heart, and the ſame 
o culties, that are employed about the Affairs 
ling e this World, which are alſo to attend God in 
r ki Worſhip and Service. And the natural 


)Itua] 
Goch 
nem. 
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n be Seaſons of Devotion are intermix'd with the 


| nſequence of this 1s, that if the Heart be too 
Sſely knit to the World, and as it were in- 


ngled in it, it cannot readily looſe and diſ- 


De. gage itſelf, to attend God in his Worſhip. 
ur nen the Heart is ſet upon any Deſign or Con- 
ne vance that is depending, and is in great 
t la. oubt and Anxiety about the Event, and our 
= opes and Fears are working in their Turns, 
no d the Mind is filled with the Imaginations of 
they of Happineſs or Miſery which 1s to befal us, 
£*-F&fwerable to the Event; in this Caſe, the 
zal eat is fo fully employed, and every Corner 
193 


Fit ſo taken up, that there is no Room left 


r the Thoughts of Devotion; or if a devour 
1 be Thought ſhould now and then force its Way, 
an at Concern and Eagerneſs about worldly De- 
ens, quickly prevails againſt it, and drives it 
"Put. If therefore Men will not be brought to 
aug due Moderation in their Concern about the Af- 
irs of the World, it is in vain to exhort them 
P baniſh out of their Hearts their worldly Care, 
Id Deſigns, when they come to worſhip God; 

"RE is in vain, I lay, to exhort Men to this, hs 
Huſe in Truth, it is not in their Power, nor can 
Wy Thing put it in their Power, but the pur- 
| ing all their worldly Deſigns with a due Sub- 
miſſion 
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16 The Sinfulneſs of Neglefing 
miſſion and. Reſignation to the Wiſdom all 
Providence of- God. This ſtrikes at the Rod 


of the Evil, and removes the direct and imm 
diate Cauſe of it, by freeing us from that in 


pflame 
at the 
im, 1s 
ip we 


moderate Concern and Anxiety about the- Even him, 

of our worldly Deſigns, which otherwiſe ſw deriv 

lows up the Heart, and makes it uncapable q _- 
Ole 


attending any Thing elſe. Upon this Princip 
as oft as we repair to the Place of God's Wo 
ſhip, we do as it were lodge our worldly D hich a 
ſigns in his Hands, and leave them chearfulh""ve 
to his Care; in a full Aſſurance, that the Iſl orſh1 
and Events of them will be ſuch, as he ſees ma ld Si. 
fit and convenient for us; and, in that Aſn ill tea 
rance as to the Affairs of his Life, our Min ole Si 
are at Eaſe, and we are rightly prepared to aj Mon 
tend the Buſineſs of the next Life, in a fixed ai rlelve 
uniform Devotion of Soul. rrupt 

Tur Concerns of the World being th dens, 
baniſh'd, and the Heart left wholly free for Dan Ce 
votion; that which muſt fix our Attention in Mt in 
Worſhip of God, is, in Prayer, a thorough Self artily 
of our manifold Wants, and more eſpecially g les of 
the great Importance it is to us, to receive Sp jele al 
ritual Aſſiſtance from the Hand of God; a9 © 


Jevotio 


in Praiſes and Thankſpivings, a like Senfe of H. dur 
Divine Goodneſs and Mercy towards. us. WES. 
Chriſtians obſerve the Times of Worſhip, ons rioully 
becauſe God has commanded it, and they thin Wow un 
it their Duty to attend in Obedience to thalf þ Con: 
Command; this Principle may ſecure their Pre Y 

o othe 


ſence, but it will never be ſufficient to raiſe an 


fame their Devotion. For as it is certain, 
at the End of God's requiring us to worſhip 
Im, is not, barely, that by the Act of Wor- 
ip we may ſhow our Obedience or Gratitude 
him, but chiefly to ſupply our Wants, and 
I derive very great Benefits and Advantages to 
Furſelves ; ſo a thorough Knowledge and Senſe of 
Soſe Wants, and of the Benefits which true 
devotion: is the Means of obtaining, is that 
hich alone can make us truly ſerious and at- 
Arfall ative in it. Let but Chriſtians enter upon the 
I Vorſhip of God, in a juſt Senſe of their mani- 
mos did Sins and Offences againſt him; and this 
Ag ill teach them to be /erious in the Confeſſion of 
Mind oſe Sins, as the only Means of obtaining Re- 
to 1 Piſſion at the Hands of God. Let us but make 
4 an rrſelves ſenſible of our natural Weakneſs and 
Forruption, how unable we are to reſiſt Temp- 


ic ons, and how ſlowly we go on in our Chri- 
7 Da ian Courſe ; And then we ſhall not need to be 
in ut in Mind, how much it concerns us to join 


WWartily in all Addreſſes to God for daily Sup- 
ies of Grace and Strength; as knowing, that 
; tele alone can be ſufficient, to deliver us in the 
; and our of Temptation, and to make us perſevere 
f i our Chriſtian Courſe, and in God's good 
.me, to finiſ it with Joy. Next, let us but 
on ouſly conſider, how brittle our Frame is, and 


cthiaow Uncertain our Condition in the World, and 


tba Conſequence, to how many Dangers and Miſ- 
pu Riefs we are daily expoſed; and there will need 
» and other Conſideration to command our Atten- 


tion 


Il 


1 
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18 The Sinfulneſs of Neglicting. C 
tion and Earneſtneſs, and all thoſe Parts of divinfient' A 
Worſhip. which implore the daily Care and Pre wil 
vidence of God over us. In like Manner, wheWmber, 


we are to preſent ourſelves before God, let iſeculia 


but firſt poſſeſs our Hearts with a juſt Senſe Wore h 


the daily Benefits that we receive from his Hand let t 


and of the many Mercies and Deliverances ti to ſet 
he has from Time to Time vouchſafed us; a behav 
a thorough Senſe of theſe, will not fail to raiſe ucumſp 
our Hearts to Heaven, in Praiſes and ThankWce of 
givings to our gracious Protector. w | app! 
TRE Arguments which I have hitherto infa ork v 
ed on, are, many of them, ſuch as may be equi pceed 
ly apply'd to the Worſhip of God, whether Mfices of 
pubbick or private. But becauſe the publioFT a: t 
Worſhip of the Church, as being longer tha Thou 
our private Devotion, is more apt to weaken tating, 
Attention, and becauſe as it is publick, it is red or 
company'd with greater Temptations to wandeyMork, a1 
ing; therefore with more eſpecial Regard to ther Ob 
publick Worſhip of the Church, I add. Pocatio 
4. THAT as often as we are called thither 1 nding 
the ſolemn Times of Divine Service, we mu find 
remember, that the Place whither we come, Ming, v 


che Houſe of God, feparated from worldly UA Diſci 
and ſet apart for the publick Worſhip of AWc> wy 
uc 


mighty God; that our coming to it is an opc; 
Profeſſion, that we have laid fide all world ſhall 
Thoughts, and dedicated that Portion of c from 
Time to the Worſhip and Service of God 3 al Comp 
that the Worſhip, which we come to join in, nimm 


a Worſhip of the Heart or Spirit; without ” War 
igel 
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divilent' Application whereof, our bodily Atten- 
u Pn ce will avail us nothing. Let us further re- 
, wheWmber, that in our Chriſtian Aſſemblies God 
let ¶Meculiarly preſent, and we are faid to appear 
nle Hore him there in a more peculiar Manner 
Tand let the Remembrance of both theſe, teach 
es t to ſet a diligent Guard upon our Hearts, and 
; anfWbchave ourſelves with great Reverence and 
aiſe 30 cumſpection, as in the more immediate Pre- 
nankWece of God ; reſolving before-hand, that we 
w | apply our Hearts ſeriouſly to the Spiritual 
ini{Work we profeſs to be about, and attentively 
equiWceed with the Congregation, in the ſeveral 
her Mfices of the Church. | 
ublichen Heart is deceitful above all Things, and 
r tha Thoughts of the Heart extremely quick and 
en Ming, and therefore great Watchfulneſs is re- 
is red on our Part to keep them to their proper 
unde ork, and to hinder them from going aſtray to 
to Her Objects; eſpecially in publick, where the 
Wocations are ſo many. And if, notwith- 
der Myding the greateſt Watchfulneſs we can uſe, 
muy find our Eyes or Thoughts ſometimes wan- 
ne, Wing, we muſt rebuke them, as our Saviour did 
Lie Diſciples in a like Caſe, J/hat, can ye not 
f Ab with God one Hour? Does God allow you 
opeß much Time for the Concerns of the World; 
paz ſhall thoſe, or any ober Concerns, carry 
foi from attending vim during that ſhort Space, 
au Compariſon, which he has reſerved for his 
in, Ia immediate Service and Worſhip ? And let 
e Os Wanderings and Imperfections, which ** 
Ig the 


of their Devotions, and eſpecially in publie 


20 The Sinfulneſs of Neglecting 
the beſt Chriſtians too often obſerve in the C 


. 


it the 
m our 
teach us always, at our Entrance upon the Mee reac 
ſnip of God, to beſeech him to pour into Mper Se 
Hearts a Spirit of Devotion : Such as may private 
them in a ſtedfaſt Attention throughout; and. Ir i 
may enable us to perform a duly /prritua! ion we 
vice; ſuch as may be well-pleaſing and accWpll Fan 
able in his Sight. Nn up 

5. Bur there is one Thing ſtill behind, W poral 
I muſt not omit, becauſe it is exceedingly hi Neep u 
ful, if not abſolutely neceſſary, to habituate Migion; 
Mind to Attention and Steadineſs in the publiMn Sin 
Worſhip of God; and that is, to make De our P 
tion our daily Exerciſe, in the Family, or in WW Holi 
Cloſet, or in both. Between the more ſole Ur w 
Times of publick Worſhip in the Church, Milies: 
Mind is engaged in a Variety of Cares and Ia con! 
verſions belonging to this World; and thoMnother 
Chriſtian be conſtantly preſent, at the publaWourle | 
Worſhip on the Lord's Day, and endeavgMDifhct 
on that Day to raiſe himſelf as much as he nber 
to ſome tolerable Degree of Attention and nder 
votion; yet if he break off there, and return MWraing 
the Buſineſs of his Calling, without any MixtugWBleſſir 
of Devotion in the Family or Cloſet, he vl go tc 
find that Spirit of Devotion to which he had rWnels o 


ed himſelf, greatly abated by the Intermiſſion ¶erious 
ſix Days, and by the Want of daily Exerciſe ment 
feed and nouriſh the Flame: Whereas the dar, wi 
Exerciſe of Devotion keeps the Soul in an nupWiculty 
tual Preparation to move towards Heaven, Mcuſe 


Our 
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ci the Thoughts are more eaſily diſentangled 


bie our worldly Cares and Diverſions, and 


ee readily fram'd to attend the Work, at the 
to per Seaſon of Devotion, whether in publick 
y k private, 70 

and. Ir is greatly to be wiſh*d, that daily De- 


al ion were regularly practiſed and eſtabliſhed 


Wall Families; as it is the Means of bringing 
un upon them the Bleſſings of God, both 
„wi poral and ſpiritual; as it exceedingly helps 
be eep up in Perſons and Families a Spirit of 
ate Wigion 3 as it is a daily Check and Reſtraint 
pubiſn Sin and Vice; and, as it greatly conduces 
Del our Progreſs and Perſeverance in Goodneſs 
in W Holineſs. 1 3 
ſolenWÞvT where the Buſineſs and Circumſtances. of 
ch, rilies are ſuch, as to render it difficult to keep 
.nd Ha conſtant Courſe of Family Devotion; there 
tho FWnother Way of maintaining a Religious In- 
publiWourſe with God, which can be attended with 
cavoMWDifficulty ; and that is, for every particular 
he Amber of the Family, who is come to Years 
nd IV nderſtanding, to uſe a ſhort Prayer every 
turning and Evening in Private, to implore 
Lixußz Bleſſing and Protection of God, both before 
he go to Reſt, and before they enter upon the 
ad ness of the following Day; a Duty, which 
(Ton WWerious Chriſtian can wilfully omit. And I 
rciſe WW mention another Kind even of Family De- 
he (gr, which is attended with no Manner of 
in haiculty, and the Neglect of which admits of 
en, N 


acce 


our Meals before we fit down, and thank- 


* 


cuſe; that is, the begging of God a Bleſſing 


— 
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ing him for his Goodneſs and Bounty, when Hi has 

are over. This is what we commonly call Ge. A 
before and after Meat; a Practice ſo eaſ 7, Meters 
withal ſo uſeful, and fo natural, that the Fam ms 0 

in which it is not kept up, ſeem to have no (ning 
cern to maintain even a Face of Religion. ember 

7, AFTER having ſaid ſo much of a Reli reaſo 

I ous Obſervation of the Lord's Day, in a dewWndran: 
I - Attendance upon the Public MWorſbip, which, at t 
{ the principal Duty belonging to it; very . T's: 
need be added concerning the Regard that is My off 

to the otber Parts of the Day. Becauſe, on offWing tl 
hand it is not to be expected, that they who ce tc 
{ fully abſent themſelves from the Publick Seri ich ca 

or attend it only in a formal and carele/s Mani forme 

will be perſuaded' to conform to the more pri Apoſ 

Duties of the Day; and, on the other hauf iure v 
the ſame Spirit of Religion, which obliges Hs of 

to a conſcientious Obſervance of the Pablict Hot 0! 
ties, will not ſuffer them to be forgetful of Nee the 

Duties of a more private Nature: Such hen 

© the Recollecting and Applying to theme and 
the good Leſſons of Duty which were delive and 

and enforced at the Church, the Reading hen | 

Scriptures and other good Books, the ExamiWainme 
ing of their Lives, to ſee how the Accougivine 

ſtand between God and themſelves ; and it tithes © 

be Parents or Maſters, the inſtructing thQade a 


but C 


who are under their Care, and appear to 90 d 
the B 


Inſtruction, in the Principles and Duties of 
Religion; and, the Reſtraining them from ben; 
ſuch Freedom and Liberties, as are inconſiti . dri 


with a Chriſtian Demeanour, on the Day vl * 
rn * exe 


— 
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en bas ſer apart for his own Worſhip and Ser- 
10. And it is to be wiſh' d, that all Parents and 


„ AMters would poſſeſs themſelves of two ſhort 
ams of Prayer ſuitable to the Morning and 
o aing of that Day; for the private Uſe of ſuch 
| embers of the Family as are well diſpoſed, but 
Reli reaſon of their Station, or other accidental 


ndrances, cannot pay the Attendance they de- 
> at the. publick Worſhip of the Church. 

Taz Conſiderations which have been al- 
dy offer*d, to lay open the Sinfulneſs of Neg- 
ling the Lord's Day, are of much greater 


ho rce to ſhow the Sinfulneſs of Profaning it; 
Serum ich carries in it a large Addition of Guilt to 
Aan former, and makes the Sin of Neglecting, as 
prag Apoſtle ſpeaks, exceeding Sinful : When the 
r hu ure which, God gives trom the ordinary Bu- 
es Mes of Life for an Improvement in Religion, 
iet ot only not employ'd to that End, but is 
of ee the Occaſion of increafing in Wickedneſs: 
uch hen it is employ'd in the Ways of Lewd- 
{els and Wantonneſs, of Intemperance and Ex- 
ele mand Tipling at Houſes of publick Reſort: 
ing hen it is made a Day of Feaſting and En- 
IxamiMWainment, ſo as to break in upon the Seaſons 


Divine Service, and at once to deprive whole 
nilies of the Benefit of attending it: When it 
bade a Day of Travelling, not out of Neceſ- 
but Choice; as ſo much Time gain'd to fur- 
the Buſineſs and Deſigns of the World; and, 
Vhen a Diſreliſn of the proper Work of the 
drives People to relieve themſelves under 
Irkſomneſs of it, by Gaming, and other irre- 
r Exerciſes. and Amuſements ——_— 
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1 The Sinfulneſs of Neglecting, &c. 1 
| Axp it is not to be wonder'd, that they wi 
Wt fly from the Ways of Inſtruction and Edificai_ 
which God has appointed, ſhould be forſaken 
| him, and hurried by the Devil and their oil 
| 


corrupt Hearts into Ways of Sin and F 
The Profanation of the Lord's Day, and 


. 


Abuſe of it to Ends directly contrary to on 

Which he intended, is not only a Diſregard wn 

an open Contempt, of his Authority; and nl 

| very agreeable to his Wiſdom and Good nei 
withdraw his Grace and give Men over to 

cn Ways, when they declare, by their M 

| | viour, an avow'd Diſlike and Averſion to 25 

| Ir. id a common Obſervation, (and not thel 

| 

1 


uſeful. and important for being common) 
publick Criminals, when they come to oli 
unhappy End, and make their dying Dec 
pow to the World, frequently charge the fin 
ourſes in which they have lived, to their Ng 
left and Abuſe of the Lord's Day, as the 
Occaſion of leading them into all other Sori 
Wickedneſs. And conſidering how frequeal 
thoſe Declarations are repeated, and how m 
other Inſtances of the ſame Kinds, tho? leſs pl 
lick, are notorious enough to thoſe who will ol 
ferve them; they may well be a Warning to! 
rents and Maſters, and all others who have 
Care and Government of /Youth, to conſide 
Religious Obſervation of the Lord's Day, as 
beſt Preſervative to Virtue and Religion, and WM 
Neglect and Profanation of it, as the moſt! 
neral Inlett to Vice and Wickgdnefs. 
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